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Blane De St. Croix’s research-based practice incorporates on-the-ground 
site visits, aerial fly-overs, photographic documentation, interviews, internet 
mining, and satellite imagery to create art that investigates local and 
international social, political, environmental, and cultural climate challenges. 
He created two distinct bodies of work while in residence at Dieu Donné 
that emulate natural phenomena of snow and lava using processes innate 
to pulp and papermaking. 

The two series of low-relief modular wall works are based on the artist’s 
research trips to the Arctic Circle and the Hawaiian shield volcano of 
Kilauea, respectively. Landscapes based on images and memory were re-
created with foam - a light, malleable, and waterproof material - to use as 
an armature for sheets of cotton pulp in black made with carbon pigment 
and natural white to emulate lava and snow. 

De St. Croix and his studio collaborator Lisa Switalski pulled large sheets 
of paper and almost immediately laid them over the armatures. Thick 
sheets of paper are usually left to drain and be pressed, as the strength of 
the sheet depends on careful timing of its transfer off the screen. Instead, 
the supersaturated sheets lost the integrity of a regular sheet of paper and 
collapsed around the armature as the pulp peeled off of the paper screen, 
the movement emulating nature. In another twist on regular paper making, 
the works were air-dried quickly, rather than a slow restrained process. This 
intentional loosening of control allowed more serendipity in the resulting 
pieces, leading to rich surface textures and tears, allowing the natural state 
change of the material to direct the final work, from wet to dry.

Artist statement

I was honored to receive a Dieu Donné Workspace Program Residency, 
which was awarded at an important time in my studio practice. Cast paper 
is an exciting new medium for me and seems to be an extraordinary match 
to my existing art practice. The possibilities presented by the material have 
greatly enhanced my creative process. Paper pulp has truly transformed my 
work. 

I am extremely grateful to my studio collaborator, expert papermaker Lisa 
Switalski, and the entire staff at Dieu Donné. They worked tirelessly to pro-
vide a perfect work studio environment for the production of my projects.  
I would also like to thank my wife Diana Shpungin for invaluable creative 
insight and interns from both my studio and Dieu Donné for all their efforts 
on the project. 

– Blane De St. Croix
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top: Lava Bed, Kilauea 2, 2015, paper and metal powders, 40 x 32 x 3 ½ inches. 

bottom: Arctic Mountains, Svalbard 1 (detail), 2015, paper pulp, 40 ½ x 30 ½ x 2 inches. 



Above: Blane De St. Croix working in the Dieu Donné studio with Studio Collaborator 
Lisa Switalski, Spring 2015.

About the Artist
Born in Boston, Blane De St. Croix was educated at Cranbrook Academy 
of Art, Bloomfield Hills, MI (M.F.A. Sculpture) and Massachusetts College 
of Art, Boston, MA (B.F.A. Sculpture with distinction). He has received 
awards from The John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, The Joan 
Mitchel Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Arts. He as had 
residencies at the Sharpe-Walentas Studio Program (Brooklyn, NY), Bemis 
Center for Contemporarty Art (Omaha, NE), and Yaddo (Saratoga Springs, 
NY), among others. He is currently an Associate Professor and the Head of 
Sculpture at Indiana University, Bloomington. De St. Croix lives and works in 
Brooklyn, NY and Bloomington, IN. His work is represented by Fredericks & 
Freiser, New York, NY.

About Dieu Donné
Dieu Donné is a non-profit contemporary artist workspace dedicated 
to the creation, promotion, and preservation of new art made using 
hand papermaking techniques. The organization’s primary services and 
programs are devoted to working with mid-career and emerging artists 
through collaborative residency opportunities.The Dieu Donné gallery is 
open to the public Tuesday - Friday, 10 am - 6pm and Saturday 12 - 6pm 
or by appointment.
 
About the Workspace Program
Established in 1990, the Workspace Program offers annual residencies 
to New York State emerging artists to create new work in handmade 
paper. The primary goals of this program are to encourage emerging 
artists to explore the creative possibilities of handmade paper and 
to develop this art form through a process of collaboration and 
experimentation. The Workspace Program is presented to the public 
through an annual exhibition of works produced in this residency 
program, as well as through print, digital, and online formats. For more 
information about the Workspace Program, or to learn how to apply, visit 
www.dieudonne.org.

Support
The artistic and educational programs at Dieu Donné are made 
possible with public funds from the National Endowment for the Arts, 
the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor 
Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council; and 
Foundation support including: Lily Auchincloss Foundation, Milton & 
Sally Avery Arts Foundation, Inc, Bloomberg Philanthropies, The Ford 
Foundation - Good Neighbor Program, Foundation for Contemporary 
Arts, Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation, The Minnow Fund, The New 
York Community Trust, The O’Grady Foundation, The Andy Warhol 
Foundation for Visual Arts and The Partnership Fund for New York 
City along with major individual support.


